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The t PANTH ER 
C U B  "Prima Veritas' 
Volume 4 
Number 1 
OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
DR. PERCY A. PIERRE, President 
Prairie View, Texas 
1983 
THE CONSTITUTION AND THE BLACK AMERICAN: — 
How Readest Thou? 
by George R. Woo If oik 
There was some wisdom 
in the decision to extend the 
Bicentennial to the writing 
of the Constitution of the 
United States. Whatever 
mileage was lost from the 
1976 momentum, celebra­
ting the Declaration of In­
dependence, will certainly 
be compensated for in the 
remembrance which has 
become the balance wheel 
of the state conceived and 
dedicated tothe proposition 
that all men were created 
equal. 
Lincoln's hyperbole can be forgiven if we remember 
that the genius of our institutions lies in the fact that it has 
been necessary only once to resort to the grim arbitrament 
of arms to solve a human-moral problem in our modern 
state. The Black American hallowed the spiritual sensitivi­
ty of the modern industrial colossus beyond the Atlantic 
frontier by reminding the inheritors of the Judeo-Christian 
traditions that our laws and covenants had the powers to 
challenge our hearts to the higher law. Somehow, we 
found it in the bone and sinew of the young nation-state to 
raise four million pieces of property to the dignity of "the 
People:' 
By Judicial exclusion and inclusion, by law, by the in­
mate decency of the folk habit, by prayer and blood and 
fire, we have read the black American slowly, gradually, 
into the warp and woof of our constitutional fabric. And, 
God willing, our seed will read the bold words of their 
freedom and know the exhilaration and ectasy of our 
struggle and fulfillment. 
Ministers 'Conference 
The Twenty-Fifth Annual Ministers' Conference was 
held at Prairie View A&M University, February 1-2, 1983. 
The theme for the Silver Anniversary was "The Challenge 
of the Church; Moral, Ethical and Spiritual." 
GUEST SPEAKERS 
Tuesday, February 1, 1983 
10 a.m.—Opening Session Dr. George McKinney, 
Pastor, 
St. Stephens Church 
of God in Christ, 
San Diego, California 
12:00 Noon-Luncheon Session ... Dr. Richard O. Bass, 
Sr., Pastor, 
Cedar Crest CME 
Cathedral, 
Dallas, Texas 
2:00p.m.—Guest Lecturer Dr. Manuel L. Scott, 




7:30p.m.—Baptist Hour The Reverend F. L. 
Livingston, Jr., 
Associate Minister, 




Wednesday, February 2, 1983 
9:30 a.m.—Ministers' 
Convocation Dr. Manuel L. Scott, 
See MINISTERS' CONFERENCE, Column 5 and 6 
Operation Talent Scout 
ATTENTION: Counselors, Principals, Social Studies 
Teachers. 
The Department of History is on a talent hunt for 
History majors. Our hunt is especially strong for students 
who have promise, but are without adequate funds to enter 
college. We are asking for the names of these persons in 
the graduating class who are interested in pursuing a major 
in History. 
The Department can offer some scholarships to a few 
carefully selected persons. In addition, the school has an 
aid program of scholarships and loans. We will send 
brochures presenting the program in History, the aid pro­
gram and other vital information. 
Execute the enclosed form at your earliest possible 
convenience. We would like to make direct contact with 
the students. 
Lilly Endowment to Support 
AHA's Black History Conference 
Responding to a growing interest in black history in 
the community, to the needs of high schools and colleges 
who have attempted to incorporate black history into their 
curricula, and to publishers and writers who see black 
history as vital to their depiction of a balanced American 
history, the AHA has recently received a grant from the 
Lilly Endowment, Inc. of Indianapolis to sponsor a con­
ference on the study and teaching of Afro-American 
history. The conference will be held at Purdue University, 
West Lafayette, Indiana, from October 6-8, 1983. 
In the opinion of many historians, the time is ripe to 
assess recent developments in black history. As part of this 
process, the conference will address the research, writing, 
and teaching of Afro-American history on two levels: as a 
subject with its own integrity, and as an aspect of 
American history. In the words of Darlene Clark Hine, 
chair of the conference advisory committee, "we an­
ticipate that this state-of-the-art conference will make a 
major contribution to the ongoing study and teaching of 
Afro-American history. It should help us to chart the ter­
ritory" she continued, telling us where we have been and 
where we are going in the eighties:' 
The conference's opening address will be delivered by 
John Hope Franklin, James B. Duke Professor of History, 
Duke University, who is scheduled to offer "Reflections 
on the Evolution of Scholarship in Afro-American 
History:' Franklin will highlight the activities undertaken 
to bring Afro-American history and historians into the 
mainstream of American history during the forty years of 
his career. Dr. William Harris, president of Paine College, 
will also address the conference, discussing "Directions in 
Afro-American History: Teaching, Research and 
Funding!' 
Conference sessions will examine slavery studies, 
emancipation studies, urban studies, teaching black 
history, black history in schools and college textbooks, and 
black history in the community. 
For those interested in attending the conference, ap­
plications (on a single sheet of paper, submitted in 
triplicate) should include name, institutional affiliation, 
work address, home address, areas of interest, and reasons 
for attending the conference. Applications are solicited 
from all persons interested in the conference topic in­
cluding elementary, secondary, and postsecondary 
educators, educational administrators, graduate students, 
lay persons, librarians, archivists and museum personnel, 
curriculum specialists, and publishers/editors. Approx­
imately three hundred persons will be selected to attend the 
conference. Address all correspondence to the American 
Historical Association, Attention: Black History Con­
ference, 400 A Street SE, Washington, D.C. 20003. 
Prairie View A&M 
Presidency Offered 
By Tom Nelson, Post Reporter 
COLLEGE STATION — 
Percy A. Pierre, a former 
assistant secretary of the 
Army and a former dean of 
engineering at Howard 
University, has been of­
fered the presidency of 
Prairie View A&M Univer­
sity and is expected to be of­
ficially appointed Friday. 
Pierre, 44, is the hand-
picked choice of Texas 
A&M University System 
Chancellor Arthur G. 
Hansen, who was auth­
orized by the system regents 
Tuesday to hire the person 
he wants. 
Hansen said lawyers for 
the system and Pierre are in PERCY A PIERRE 
the final stages of negoti­
ating a contract, which Hansen is expected to sign Friday. 
A news conference to announce Pierre's appointment 
is tentatively scheduled for Friday afternoon on the Prairie 
View A&M campus. 
"I see no problems with coming to an agreement, no 
problems at all" said Pierre, a former White House Fellow 
who arrived here late Monday night and visited with 
regents after their business meeting Tuesday. 
Pierre organized a consulting firm in Washington, 
D.C., after leaving the civilian Army post two years ago. 
He will not continue with the firm after becoming Prairie 
View A&M president. 
Hansen, who became chief executive of the A&M 
system last July after more than a decade as president of 
Purdue University, emphasized during his first days on the 
A&M campus that Prairie View A&M was his top priority. 
He has been negotiating with Pierre for several 
months. Hansen has known Pierre for years and considers 
him one of the nation's top young administrators. 
Contract negotiations involving a home for Pierre — 
who has insisted on living in Houston because of its selec­
tion of schools for his two elementary-age daughters — 
and other job benefits prevented the appointment from 
being made at the regents meeting this week. 
The presidency of Prairie A&M has been vacant since 
June. Dr. Alvin I. Thomas, president since 1966, resigned 
last spring and was reassigned to the school's nursing 
center in Houston. 
Pierre is a native of Donaldsonville, Louisiana, and 
was graduated from the University of Notre Dame with 
bachelor's and master's degrees in electrical engineering in 
1961 and 1963. 
He serves as a Notre Dame trustee. 
He was graduated from Johns Hopkins University 
with a doctorate in electrical engineering and received an 
honorary doctorate in engineering from Notre Dame. He 
was a post-doctoral student in communications and part-
time teacher at the University of Michigan for one year 
after his graduation from Johns Hopkins in 1967. 
Pierre was dean of engineering at Howard University 
in Washington, D.C., from April 1971 through May, 1977. 
He also has taught at the University of California at 
Los Angeles and Morgan State and Southern universities. 
Pierre worked as a research engineer at the Rand Cor­
poration for three years after his studies at Michigan, but 
for one year of that time was on leave as a White House 
Fellow in 1969. 
He is a member of NASA's advisory committee to the 
director. 
President Jimmy Carter appointed Pierre assistant 
secretary of the Army for research, development and ac­
quisition. 
Ministers' Conference — 
CONTINUED from Column 1 and 2 





Banquet Session.. Bishop Frederick H. 
Talbot, Bishop, 
6th Episcopal District 
of AME Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia 
George R. Woolfolk 
PAGE TWO THE 
A Comment . . . 
Dr. George R. Woolfolk 
For reasons best known to that twilight zone of 
zaneydom, the far right on both the religious and secular 
fronts has laid down a frontal assault upon liberal 
humanism within whose ranks may be counted the social 
sciences disciplines. The decline of these disciplines 
generally is tragic enough; but their emasculation in the 
black college in their fledgling development is a disaster. 
One of the interesting phenomena of our times has 
been the rush of the black college after the flesh-pots of the 
new middle class status symbol technological "callings!' 
The "Engineer',' "The Computer Scientist" a mis-
educated and often half-educated technocrat whose pas­
sion for cybenetics has blinded him to the human reality 
his figures disguise. This often leaves these persons without 
compassion and the deeper feelings for human needs. And 
so we are placing in areas of social decision virtual spiritual 
zombies. 
But we in the social sciences know that for the 
foreseeable future black leadership will need the 
knowledge and spiritual orientation of the social sciences 
to properly prepare our people for a future which is indeed 
uncertain. Let the technocrat sing his siren song of "big 
bucks!' "big cars!' "big threads!' and "big broads!' But 
we in the social sciences will continue to insist that we had 
better know who we are and where we ought to be going so" 
the masses of our people will be able to escape the fate of 
the "underclass" into which they have slipped in our so­
ciety, and from which no one seems to know how to ex­
tricate them. We must dedicate our scholarship to the 
salvation of the "whole people," not to the building of an 
economic "elite" at the top of the pile. 
Art 
There will be an art exhibit of works by students as a 
part of the Black History Month celebration. The exhibit is 
entitled "My Creative Cup Runneth Over" and will consist 
of paintings, drawings, and prints. It will be on display in 
W. R. Banks Library, Second Floor/Gallery beginning 
February 9-28, 1983. A reception will be held Wednesday, 
February 9, 7:00-9:00 p.m. Everyone is invited. 
Memorial Center 
The Memorial Center has scheduled a variety of ac­
tivities for February in the Memorial Center Ballroom: 
February 1-2 Ministers' Conference 
February 10 Freshmen Class Benefit Dance 
February 12 Dance: Delta Sigma Theta 
February 14 AROTC Sweetheart Dance 
February 15 Senior Citizens' Program 
10:30 a.m., Memorial Center Ballroom 
February 16 Book Review 
February 18 Kappa Alpha Psi Dance 
February 21 Bilalian Islamic Student Association 
(Lecture and Film) 
February 23 Mega Omega Beta — 
Black History Seminar 
February 24 Phi Beta Sigma Sickle Cell Anemia Test — 
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
February 26 Omega Psi Phi Black History Dance 
February 28 SHOWTIME: Game Show 
History 
The department of History is sponsoring a series of 
discussions examining the role the United States constitu­
tion has played in determining the ever-evolving status of 
Blacks in America. The series will air on KPVU, 91.3 FM 
during the month of February. Regular panelist include 
Dr. George R. Woolfolk, chairman of the Division of 
Social Sciences, Mr. Ronald Server, Instructor of Political 
Science and Mr. Harris Bell, Instructor of History. The 
five part series will cover 1) Freedom and Readjustment — 
The Civil War and Reconstruction. 2) The Constitution 
and James Crow — The Jim Crow Era. 3) The Legal Quest 
for Equality — The Fight in the Courts . 4) The Politics of 
Equality — The Fight in the Legislatures. 5) The Struggle 
for Equality — The Activist. Listen to KPVU-FM for ex­
act time and date of broadcasts. 
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO — 
Roland M. Smith, Class of '$8 
Dr. Roland M. Smith has 
taught junior and senior 
high school and has served 
as a consultant to a number 
of public school districts 
and Catholic diocesan 
school systems as well as to 
the Pennsylvania Depart­
ment of Education. He is 
the author of many articles 
and a recipient of numerous awards and fellowships, m. 
eluding a Ford Foundation Faculty Research Grant and a 
Social Science Research Council Grant. For several years a 
professor of history at Carnegie-Mellon University, Pjtts. 
burgh, Pennsylvania, he is currently Associate Provost of 
Academic Affairs and Executive Director of the Office of 
Academic Affairs. 
Omega 
The brothers of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity are spon­
soring a seminar called, "Carter G. Woodson: The 
Founder of Black History Month!' The speaker for the 
seminar will be Harris E. Bell, Instructor of History. Don't 
miss this informative session on a truly great man. 
Deltas 
The Delta Sigma Theta Sorority will celebrate its 
Founder's Day program on February 13th in the Hobart-
Taylor Building Auditorium. Hobart-Taylor will also be 
the scene of a monthly display featuring "Famous Deltas!' 
Among the principal musical instruments developed in 
Africa were the xylophone, drum, guitar, zither, harp 
and flute. 
BLACK HISTORY IN THE MAKING 
For more information on the many opportunities available call 857-2310/2311 
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The W. R. Banks Library/ 
Learning Resource Center 
Announces . . . 
AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH 
PROGRAMS 
STUDENT TALENT AND BOOK REVIEWS 
Thursday, February 3, 1983 — 2:30 p.m. 
Administration Building Auditorium 
Also . . . Potpourri of Art 
W. R. Banks Library 
2nd Floor 
FILM FESTIVAL: 
Monday-Friday, February 7-11, 1983 
Films shown daily at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Preview area of the Audio Visual Laboratory 
W. R. Banks Library/Learning Resources Center 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 
Thursday, February 17, 1983 — 10:00 a.m. 
Administration Building Auditorium 
Special Guest: Dr. James Ratliff 
Brenwood Baptist Church 
Houston, Texas 
ONE-ACT PLAY: 
Thursday, February 24, 1983 — 10:00 a.m. 
Hobart Taylor Recital Hall 
"You Are There" a one act play re-enacting portions 
of the constitutional convention of 1787. Performers are 
faculty staff members of Prairie View A&M University. 
Music and Drama 
The Department of Music and Drama, under the 
direction of Dr. Lucius R. Wyatt, will present two ac­
tivities during the month of February in recognition of 
Black Culture and Awareness Month. 
Saturday, February 5, 1983 — 
Annual Choral Clinic for High School Choirs, 
Mr. C. S. Garrett, Director, 
Recital Hall, Hobart-Taylor Building. 
February 21-26, 1983 — 
"A Comedy" directed by Mr. C. Lee Turner, 
The Little Theatre, 
Hobart-Taylor Building — 8:00 p.m. 
Book Review 
The Century Two Book Review is sponsoring Lee P. 
Brown, Ph.D., currently chief of the Houston Police 
Department. Chief Brown will address the topic, 
"Criminal Justice in the U. S. A!' The event is scheduled 
for Wednesday Evening, February 16, 1983, at 6:00 
o'clock, Hobart-Taylor Hall. The public is invited. 
Business 
Newsletter called "Business Voice" oriented toward 
M. B.A. graduate. Will carry news articles. Theme: 
"Outlook for Future" and will be dedicated to MLK, JR. 
will contain student views for future outlooks. 
THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY — 
Faculty and Staff 
1. Dr. George R. Woolfolk Professor and Chairman, 
Department of History 
2. Dr. Anasuya S. Rao Associate Professor of History 
3. Dr. Purvis M. Carter .. .Associate Professor of History 
4. Mr. James W. Harris Instructor of History 
5. Mr. Harris Bell Instructor of History 
6. Mrs. Carole Neuenhoff Secretary 
THE PANTHER CUB 
Published Quarterly in the interest of a Greater Prairie 
View A. and M. University. The CUB serves as the voice of 
Pantherland. 
Prairie View A&M University is open to all, regardless of 
race, color, religion, or national origin. 
EDITOR Harris Bell 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF 
HISTORY George R. Woolfolk 
Dr. Samuel L. Banks, Elected 
President of ASALH 
Dr. Samuel L. Banks, Baltimore Public School of­
ficial, elected president of the Association for the Study of 
Afro-American Life and History Association, 67 year old 
organization founded by Carter G. Woodson, is the most 
prestigious historical organization in the promotion of 
Afro-American Heritage. ASALH has been the sponsor of 
the nationwide Afro-American History Month celebration 
since 1926. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., January 6, 1983. Samuel L. 
Banks, a native of Norfolk, Virginia and the holder of 
B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees in History and Political 
Science, is the new president of the Association for the 
Study of Afro-American Life and History. Dr. Banks' 
term of office is for three years, beginning January 1983 
and extending through December 1986. 
President Banks is Coordinator of Social Studies in 
the Baltimore, Maryland, Public School System. He was a 
National Humanities Fellow at Harvard University in 
1978. The ASALH leader is the author of Stony the Road 
and over 60 articles related to multi-ethnic education and 
contemporary issues. 
Jeanette L. Cascone, Professor of Education, 
History, and Afro-American Studies at Seton Hall Univer­
sity, South Orange, New Jersey, was continued in office as 
1st Vice President. Mrs. Cascone has been a trainer of 
teachers in the New York Public School System and in 
Nigeria, West Africa. Professor Cascone has worked in 
ASALH for many years and is a former President of an 
ASALH Branch in New York City. She is the founder of 
the Central New Jersey ASALH Branch. 
Robert L. Harris, Associate Professor of Afro-
American History at Cornell University, was elected to the 
2nd Vice President position in the national organization. 
Dr. Harris was Chairman of the Program Committee for 
the 65th Annual Convention which was held in New 
Orleans in 1980. 
Irven E. Washington, an Assistant Principal in the 
Washington, D. C. School System was continued in the of­
fice of Secretary-Treasurer. Mr. Washington is a world 
traveller and promoter of African-American history. 
Persons elected to the 60-member ASALH Executive 
Council for the 3-year term include: 
Dr. George Breathett, Professor of History and 
Director of Planning and Federal Relations, Ben­
nett College. 
Dr. Janette Hoston Harris, Coordinator of Black 
History, University of the District of Columbia, 
and former Scholar-Diplomat, U. S. Department 
of State. 
Dr. Alexa B. Henderson, Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Atlanta Branch, ASALH, and Professor of 
History at Clark College. 
Dr. Sylvia M. Jacobs, Author and Professor of 
African History, North Carolina Central Univer­
sity. 
Dr. Clementine Skinner, former Administrator 
and Curriculum Coordinator, Chicago Public 
Schools, and currently President of the Chicago 
ASALH Branch. 
Library 
The Library will begin its activities for Black Cultural 
and awareness Month on February 3, 1983 at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Administration Building Auditorium with a program 
featureing student talent and book reviews featuring Mrs. 
Marion Williams and Mrs. Denise Carreathers Armstrong. 
From February 6th-11th, there will be a film festival in the 
Preview Area of the Learning Resource Center. Films will 
begin at 2:00 p.m. daily. On February 17th in the Ad­
ministration Building Auditorium at 10:00 a.m. the 
Library will present Dr. James Ratliff, Pastor of Brent­
wood Baptist Church in Houston, Texas. The Library will 
conclude its celebration with a one act play called "You 
are There" which is a reenactment of portions of the Con­
stitutional Convention of 1787, starring members of the 
Prairie View faculty and staff. The play will be February 
24th at 10:00 a.m. in Hobart Taylor Recital Hall. 
Nursing 
The College of Nursing will present a program on 
"Black Awareness" on February 23, 1983, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Memorial Student Center Ballroom under the direction 
of Ms. Jean Woodard. The public is cordially invited. 
Histor ian — 
Woodson, Carter Goodwin 
Carter Goodwin Woodson (1875-1950), founder of 
the Association for the study of Negro Life and History, 
was born in New Canton, Virginia, and was educated at 
Berea College in Kentucky and at the University of 
Chicago, where he earned his B.A. degree in 1907 and his 
M.A. degree in 1908. He earned the Ph.D. degree at Har­
vard University in 1912, then studied at the Sorbonne in 
Paris. After serving as an elementary school teacher, high 
school principal, teacher, college professor and dean of the 
college of liberal arts at Howard University and at West 
Virginia State College, he retired from teaching in 1922 to 
devote all of his time to research and writing. 
He has organized the Association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History in Chicago in 1915, contending, 
against the prevailing white authorities, that Blacks had an 
important past and had contributed to the mainstream of 
civilization. In 1916, the association was incorporated and 
the first issue Of the Journal of Negro History was 
published. Because of his determination and staunch belief 
in the ultimate acceptance of the Blacks through establish­
ed historical truths, Dr. Woodson is now venerated by 
scholars of both races and has rightly earned the title of 
"the father of modern Black historiography!' 
In 1921, Dr. Woodson organized the Associated 
Publishers to make available books about Blacks, which 
were rarely accepted by the commercial publishers of 
America. The observation of National Negro History 
Week first begun by the association, and its results 
penetrated deeply into the segregated schools of the South, 
giving inspiration and a sense of self-esteem to many 
students during the Black revolt of the 1960's. The Negro 
History Bulletin was founded in 1930 as a medium of in­
formation for the general public and school children. 
While diligently organizing and promoting the Jour­
nal, the Associated Publishers, Negro History Week and 
the Bulletin, Dr. Woodson searched for documents, col­
lected information and compiled, edited and wrote many 
books. He published the following works: The Disruption 
of Virginia, 1912; The Education of the Negro Prior to 
1861, 1915; A Century of Negro Migration, 1918; History 
of the Negro Church, 1921; The Negro in Our History, 
1922; Negro Orators and Their Orations, 1925; Free Negro 
Heads of Families in the United States in 1830, 1925; The 
Mind of the Negro as Reflected in Letters Written during 
the Crisis, 1800-1860, 1926; Negro Makers of History, 
1928; The Rural Negro, 1930; The Story of the Negro 
Retold, 1935; The African Background Outlined, 1936; 
and African Heroes and Heroines, 1939. 
Dr. Woodson was the recipient of the Spingarn 
Medal, in 1926, for his contributions to the advancement 
of Blacks. When he died, Dr. Woodson left his estate to 
the association to carry on the program that he had in­
itiated. By 1965, his contention that the Negro had a past 
worthy of study had been adopted by the leading institu­
tions and scholars of America, and they were developing 
programs to fill the long-neglected gap in their versions of 
the history of mankind. Woodson had set the pace for 
research in this area over half a century earlier. 
Baptist Student Movement 
The Baptist Student Movement will present its annual 
concert for Black Culture and Awareness Month on 
February 22, 1983 at 7:30 in the Memorial Center 
Ballroom. The public is invited to hear this dynamic group 
sing an assortment of songs ranging from spirituals to con­
temporary gospel. 
Quotes 
"Education consists not only in the sum of what a 
man knows, or the skill with which he can put this to his 
advantage . . . man's education must also be measured in 
terms of the soundness of his judgement of people and 
things and in his power to understand and appreciate the 
needs of his fellow-men, and be of service to them." 
— Kwame Nkrumah 
••••••••••••••••••ft 
The assumption that America was meant to be 
homogeneous white nation, inhabited chiefly by members 
of the Anglo-Saxon and closely related "races" was 
strongly established by the time the Constitution went into 
effect. One of its most dramatic manisfestations was the 
passage of a naturalization law by Congree in 1790 which 
expressly limited the acquisition of citizenship to white im­
migrants. — George M. Frederickson 

